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Guidelines for Authors 

Aims and Scope 
The journals of the Geological Survey of Austria publish original scientific contributions covering the 
full spectrum of Earth science topics but must have a clear reference to Austria. This can be: 

 by Austrian authors. 
 on Austrian topics. 
 topics in the border area or with close relation to Austrian earth science. 
 on samples and collections material from Austria. 

Contributions will not be subjected to peer-review. Control to ensure that the required standard of 
scientific excellence is maintained will be done by the editor who can decide to let a contributed article 
be reviewed. 

Authors agree, that their articles will be offered for free at the website of the Geological Survey of 
Austria following the ideas of Open Access. Thus the authors are responsible, that text, figures, photos 
etc. are free and will not treat with any rights of third persons or institutions. All claims regarding 
copyrights have to be treated by the authors.  

Submission of manuscripts 
Manuscripts are accepted in German or in good English (USA and UK spelling will be accepted). 
Authors are requested to have their manuscripts read by a person fluent in German or English before 
submission. The text and figure captions should be sent preferably as Word documents, tables as 
Word or Excel documents and figures and plates should be sent separately. Data should be sent via 
E-Mail or any online File Transfer Service (file hosting service, ftp clients, cloud service…) to the editor. 

Editor 
Christoph Janda 
E-Mail: christoph.janda@geologie.ac.at 
Phone: +43 (1) 7125674 – 416 
Fax: +43 (1) 7125674 – 56 
 
Authors who wish to submit a manuscript in hard copy, rather than electronically, should contact the 
editor first. Submission of an article is understood to imply that the article is original and unpublished 
and is not being considered for publication elsewhere. 

Proof 
After acceptance of the manuscript, the corresponding author (the author who submitted the 
manuscript to the editor) will receive a proof (pdf-files), which must be sent back to the editor within 
two weeks. Major changes are impossible at this stage. Delayed return of the proofs may result in 
postponement to a later volume. 



Preparation of the text 
The manuscript should preferably be submitted in a MS-Word compatible format (i.e. docx, doc, rtf). 
Illustrations like text-figures and plates should be submitted separately in appropriate quality and file 
formats (i.e. pdf or eps for vector graphics; tiff or png for photographs and bitmapped line drawings) 
and named as in the manuscript (i.e. Text-Fig1.tif, Text-Fig2.bmp, Plate1.pdf…). Title and abstract in 
German and English have to be included independent on the language of the manuscript. The title page 
should include the name(s) of the author(s), their affiliations and E-Mail addresses.  

Structure and Formatting: 
The manuscript should be structured in the following way: 

Title (in English and German), Authors information, Keywords, Abstract (in English and German), 
Introduction, Main Text Mody, Conclusions, Acknowledgements, References, Figure Captions, Plate 
Captions. 

Formatting is limited to the usage of bold (headings), italics (species and genus in taxonomy) and SMALL 

CAPITAL (authors´ names in references and citations) fonts. Headings should have a clear hierarchy of 
up to a maximum of 3–4 levels. Metric system has to be used for dimensions an abbreviations have to 
be explained. 

Keywords 
The authors are requested to supply 4–6 keywords that can be used for indexing/abstracting purposes. 

Abstract 
Abstract in English and German should not have more than 500 words for each language. 

Footnotes 
Should be avoided or used sparingly if necessary with consecutive numbering throughout the article. 

References 
All references cited in the text need to be given in the reference list and vice-versa. Citations to material 
“in preparation” or “submitted” are not accepted. Articles published „online first“ are accepted with 
provided DOI. The reference list at the end of the manuscript should be in alphabetical order except 
those with more than 2 authors which should be ordered by chronology (oldest on top). If DOI is 
available for a reference you should add it at the end of the reference (Style: 
http://dx.doi.org/prefix/suffix).   

The last two authors (for publications with two or more authors) should be separated by an ampersand 
(&). Don’t use a space between initials of authors. No italics for journal names. Use “en dash” (–), not 
hyphen, between page numbers. Hyphens are only accepted if they are part of the title of a publication 
or between initials of authors (e.g. KRENMAYR, H.-G.). Journal titles must be given in full. Journal volumes 
should be bold. Issue numbers are optional and may follow after a forward slash (/). 
If title and journal of a publication cited is in a non-Latin letters language (e.g. Kyrillic, Chinese etc.) 
provide the transcription or English translation. Name original language in brackets at the end of the 
reference (e.g. (in Russian)). 
 
AIGNER, T. (1982): Event-stratification in nummulite accumulations and in shell beds from the Eocene 

of Egypt. – In: EINSELE, G. & SEILACHER, A. (Eds.): Cyclic and Event Stratification, 248–262, Berlin 
(Springer). 

GRADSTEIN, F.M., OGG, J.G., SCHMITZ, M.D. & OGG, G.M. (2012): The Geological Time Scale 2012. – 
1144 p., Amsterdam (Elsevier). 



KOVÁČOVA, M., DOLÁKOVA, N. & KOVÁC, M. (2011): Miocene vegetation pattern and climate change in 
the northwestern Central Paratethys domain (Czech and Slovak Republic). – Geologica Carpathica, 
62/3, 251–266, Bratislava. http://dx.doi.org/10.2478/v10096-011-0020-0 

OLÓRIZ, F. (1978): Kimmeridgiense-Tithonico inferior en el sector central de las Cordilleras beticas (zona 
subbética). Paleontología. Bioestratigrafía. – Ph.D. Thesis University of Granada, 184, 758 p., 
Granada. 

RATSCHBACHER, L., FRISCH, W., NEUBAUER, F., SCHMID, S.M. & NEUGEBAUER, J. (1989): Extension in 
compressional orogenic belts: The eastern Alps. – Geology, 17, 404–407, Boulder. 

Citing 
References in the text should consist of the surname of the author(s), followed by the year of publication 
in parentheses. Multiple citations in the text should be chronological and separated by semicolons like 
in the following example (GÜMBEL, 1862; PILLER et al., 2004; LEUPRECHT & MOSHAMMER, 2006;…) or 
“according to PILLER et al. (2004)”. Two authors should be linked by an ampersand (&), more than two 
authors should be cited with the first author's surname, followed by “et al.”. Citing of specific content 
of a publication (special page, figure, plate, table) should be linked with a colon (:) in the following way. 
(PILLER et al., 2004: 13) or PILLER et al., 2004: Fig. 1). Use lower case for references in other papers (e.g. 
„PILLER et al., 2004: Fig. 1“) and upper case for references in your own paper (e.g. „see Text-Fig. 1). 

Tables 
Tables should be compiled on separate sheets in Word or Excel format and should be numbered 
according to their sequence in the text. 

Illustrations 
Plates and Text-Figures can have a size up to 175 x 250 mm and should be numbered in the order that 
they are referred (cited) to in the text. Figures should be submitted at the size preferred for printing. 
Note that lettering in the final illustrations should be between 6 and 12 points and the minimum line 
thickness used should be 0.5 pt. Colour illustrations are possible without costs for the authors; they 
should inform the editors on submission of the text. Please make sure that map illustrations contain 
coordinates and pictures have a scale or scale bar (specimens). Background of plates and text-figures 
should be either white or black and without scanning or compression artefacts. Best use 600 dpi 
(minimum: 300 dpi) resolution and greyscale or CMYK as colour mode for photographs. For bitmapped 
line drawings use a minimum of 1,000 dpi resolution. For line drawings and vector graphics embed the 
font or save the text as graphics. Preferred fonts for artwork are Helvetica or Arial. 

Video and Audio 
Audio and video material and animations concerning scientific research are possible and will be 
included in the pdf file. Authors who have video or animation files that they wish to submit with their 
article should contact the editor in advance. An example is shown in the following publication. 
http://opac.geologie.ac.at/wwwopacx/wwwopac.ashx?command=getcontent&server=images&value
=JB1531_239_A_mit_Videos.pdf 

Reprint 
A high resolution pdf of each article published is supplied free of charge to the authors. All articles will 
be available for the public free of charge and open access on the website of the Geological Survey of 
Austria. Reprints will not be supplied but 1–2 copies of the complete publication (i.e. Jahrbuch issue) 
can be provided to the authors if necessary.  
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